The perennial phenomenon of the Bodhisattva spirit's des-
cent on the human society receives its latest illustration in the
holy life of Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902). The foremost
disciple of the Incarnation Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
(1836-1886), 'Swamiji' has beenhailed as anlsvarakoti, alibera-
ted soul, by his own teacher. He not only propagated the
universal religion of love, tolerance and spirituality as pro-
pounded by his teacher, and earned international fame in the
1893 Parliament of Religions at Chicago, but also founded
Ramakrishna Math and Mission (1897), which has been render-
ing unique spiritual and philanthropic service on an internation-
al scale.

There exist excellent biographical accounts of Swami
Vivekananda; therefore, we see*not try to even summarise the
vast information on his illustrious life. The purpose of this
chapter is merely to highlight the Buddha-like personality of
the Swami. The author is fully conscious that the concept of
the Buddha having re-incarnated himself as Swami Vivekananda
is legendary in nature. But then, are not the accounts about
Krishna's and Christ's lives legendary in many respects? Are
these legends about their lives not glorious and spiritually